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November marks the 20-year anniversary of the formation of Love Thy Neighbor 
Ministries. I remember so well speaking with a number of community and ministerial 
leaders as we were planning the ministry. To all of you who encouraged us, thank you! I 
think we can now safely say that God has blessed the ministry and it has been a 
successful and worthwhile endeavor.  

 

The past couple of months have been very busy. In 
addition to visiting residents and staff, working with 
volunteers and administrative responsibilities, we 
created and have taken on the road a presentation and 
display commemorating the 500th anniversary of 
Martin Luther’s “September Bible”.  
 

At the same time, we began planning and 
implementing the necessary steps to launch this year’s Blessings in a Bag Christmas 
ministry providing gifts for residents. As always, the ministry 
program has two parts. The first part involves primarily the 
wonderful women who volunteer to make special items. The 
beautiful hand-crafted items they make include lap quilts and 
blankets, walker and wheelchair bags, tote bags, pouches, clothes 
protectors, activity aprons and muffs, hats, scarves, Share Bears 
and Bibles with custom made covers. To these items we add 

notebooks, pens and highlighters, Bible study booklets, Word 
Search books, pre-sharpened pencils and coloring books with 
colored pencils. This year we have enough to provide gifts to the 
residents of 12 adult long-term facilities. 
 

Part 2 involves, as in past years, placing Christmas giving trees 
with gift tags at Vistoso Community Church and Calvary 
Christian Fellowship, our wonderful partners. The trees are up 
and the tags contain the name, gender, size and requested gift 
items for the residents of 2 more inner city nursing homes. If 
you wish to participate in providing Christmas gifts for these 
residents, and we pray you will, take a tag from the giving tree 

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. Colossians 3:23-24 



at either church or call Virginia at 520-203-6519. Then purchase the items listed on the 
tag, as God leads you, and return the items, in a Christmas gift bag, to the box next to 
the tree no later than December 11th. This is a wonderful way for you to 
demonstrate God’s love to an often-forgotten segment of our society. 
 

There’s always time for a special Christmas gift, even after Christmas, and if 
you can, why not let that gift be a personal visit, by you? Go to a nursing home 
near you, visit someone, wish them a Merry 
Christmas and tell them that God loves them. 
 

“Some of the loneliest people I’ve ever met have been 
in nursing homes, and I’ve almost never visited a 
nursing home without having some of the staff urge me 
to see some residents who never have a visitor. 
Someday you may find yourself where they are – and if 
so, wouldn’t you look forward to seeing a new face or 
hearing a singing group? Remember Jesus’ words (which we often call the Golden Rule): 
“In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.” (Matthew 7:12)ip  - 
Billy Graham  
 

Over the past several months we have been successful recruiting new volunteers to 
serve in our Good Neighbor Get Together Ministry, but not new guests. As a result the 
events have been put on hold until after the holidays. We continue to work with the 
Alzheimer’s Association and we are exploring some new avenues for the program.   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries, PO Box 68830, Tucson, AZ 85737 
520.906.5842 – www.ltnm.org 

Memorial Gifts 
Received 

 

In memory of James Haack 
From Margaret Haack 

 

In memory of John Utseth 
In memory of Rose Fessenden 

From Steve and Virginia 
Kacprzak 

 

In honor of Pam Owens 
From Steve and Virginia 

Kacprzak 
 Be sure to note our new phone number: 520-906-5842 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

 

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is 
given; And the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 NKJV 

 


