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Ministry News

By Steve Kacprzak, Executive Director

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ continues to provide us so
generously with the means to bless the residents of the nursing
homes and assisted living facilities of Pima County; so much so
that we had a "Christmas in August" gift give-away for the
: ; residents of 7 area nursing homes that had
requested to be included in our gift distribution.
These were Devon :
Gables Rehabilitation
Center, Haven Health
Tucson, La Canada
Care Center, Life Care
Center of Tucson,
Sabino Canyon
Rehabilitation and
Care Center,
Sandstone of Tucson,
i and Santa Rosa Care
| Center.

And as a
result of
the hard
work of our Stitches for Love volunteers,
we had a bountiful supply of beautiful
and hand-made gift items. Also, our
generous supporters kindly provided the
funds to purchase a supply of Word
Search books, Large Print Bibles with

(top and right) Activity Directors from two covers, sharpened pencils, and reading
facilities pick up their gifts; (above) a selection of  glasses. In addition, one of the friends of
the holiday decorations that were donated the ministry donated her lovely

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries, PO Box 68830, Tucson, AZ 85737 - 520.906.5842 - www.lthm.org




collection of holiday decorations. In all, we gifted 572 hand-made items, 1110
activity items, 77 pairs of reading glasses in cases, 42 Bibles with custom covers,
and 12 large boxes of decorations.

Dear Steve, Virginia, Love Thy Neighbor Ministries” Volunteers and Donors:

Thank you so much for the generous gifts you gave for our residents. God
bless you for all you do. I am very grateful to you and humbled by your service
to our Lord.

Sincerely,
Radmila Jenevski
Activity Director, Devon Gables Rehabilitation Center

Four wheelchairs and a solid 4-wheel walker were donated to Love Thy Neighbor
Ministries. We then were able to gift them, with bags, to a nursing home which
needed them for residents who had no other means to acquire them.

Dear Love Thy Neighbor Ministries,

Thank you for providing the usable medical equipment. The walker and
wheelchairs were given to our residents (three were homeless rehab
residents). Insurance has made it difficult for homeless patients and others to
acquire such equipment. The residents were so happy to receive these items
because they will help them out here and in the community. I am so blessed
to be able to reach out to Love Thy Neighbor Ministries for your generous
assistance.

Best wishes,
Marleina Tomerlan
Social Services, Pueblo Springs Rehabilitation Center

The wheelchairs we gave to Pueblo Springs were a little more modern than these!
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Our Dementia Simulation Experience

The volunteers and staff of Love Thy Neighbor
Ministries regularly work with people living with
dementia and their care partners. It has always been
the practice of this ministry to provide quality and
practical training to volunteers and to anyone else who
asks. With that in mind, we have decided to add a
Dementia Simulation Experience to our training
strategy. The Dementia Simulation Experience gives
participants the opportunity to experience a simulated
reality of what life is like for someone with dementia. It
| is intended to create awareness of their plight and build
. empathy for them. It is an effective training tool to help
Dressed for the Dementia  staff, volunteers, care partners and care team members
Simulation Experience learn and implement better communication and care
assistance methods.

Our Dementia Simulation Experience uses sensory tools
and activities of daily living to replicate the challenges
faced by individuals living with dementia. Participants wear
distorted glasses, headphones, and gloves; small objects,
like popcorn kernels, are placed in their shoes; and weights
may be placed around their ankles - all to simulate the
tactile, sensory and mobility limitations that often
accompany dementia in old age. The simulation experience
including our debriefing interviews, coupled with the
learning we have acquired from Teepa Show’s training
videos and other material and years of hands-on U :
. experience, helps us to equip Charlene counts out her
£ | | participants to better assist weekly pills
those God has placed in our
paths.

Our plans are to conduct the Dementia Simulation
Experience sessions on the second and fourth Monday
morning of each month. If you are a caregiver or

" someone interested in learning more about the plight of
. those living with dementia, register for a DSE session
by sending an email to LoveThyNeighbor@fastmail.FM.
As with everything we do, there is no charge for the
Experience.

Tanya sorts and folds laundry
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For several years the local La-Z-Boy store has generously
provided their discontinued fabric swatches to us. Our
volunteers have turned these into beautiful useful items
which are both sturdy and unique. A sampling of these
items is shown below. We have made hundreds of these
items over the years with the fabric from La-Z-Boy, and we
are very grateful to Store manager Jeannette Raschella and
her staff for their kindness and generosity.

La-Z-Boy is located at 2040 W. Ina Road, Tucson 85704.

=
Above: two upholstery wheelchair bags

Below: reading glasses with case, walker bag, Bible with
custom cover

S
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Blessings in a Bag
Christmas gift ministry

Vistoso Community Church and Calvary
Christian Fellowship have generously agreed
to partner with us again this year, to provide
personal Christmas gifts to residents of local long-term care
facilities. More details in the next newsletter.

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward them for what they have
done. Proverbs 19:17
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