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Ministry News 
By Steve Kacprzak, Executive Director 

 

Over the past couple of months, our major focus, 
in addition to visiting residents and staff, working 
with volunteers and administrative responsibilities, 
has been our Blessings in a Bag ministry: securing 
Christmas gifts for nursing home and assisted 
living residents. And I’m pleased to say, thanks to 
all those who participated by purchasing gifts, 
hand-making gifts and helping with gift preparation, the outreach was a 
success. A total of 2,150 gift items were provided for the residents of 15 
adult long-term care facilities. 
 

Thank you for the Christmas gifts you provided for our residents. They 
are always so welcomed and appreciated. Elizabeth S., Activity Director  
 

 
 

The first group of gifts was 
assembled and bagged by a 
group of volunteers. There 
were 60 bags packed with 16 
different hand-made items, 
Bibles with custom covers, 
activity books, pencils, and 
reading material. 
 

 
 
The second group of gifts 
contained the items purchased 
by two church congregations, 
Vistoso Community Church and 
Calvary Christian Fellowship. All 
of the gifts were checked and 
packed into gift bags by the 
second team of volunteers. 
 

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; not lagging 
behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord: rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, 
devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. Romans 12:10-12 
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An expression of thanks from 
a Bible recipient. 

 
And finally, everything was picked up by 15 long-term care 
facilities in time for Christmas, providing gifts to 2,150 
residents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sadly for the residents of Catalina Village Assisted Living, it was not a joyful holiday season. The 
facility was sold and the new owners gave the residents 30 days’ notice of eviction. Residents 
were scattered to facilities all over Pima County without concern or respect to friendships or 
relationships. We attempted to assist some of those residents we knew but we’ve lost track of 
several of them. One resident who had lived there in a 2½-room casita for 14 years was 
abruptly moved, having to immediately dispose of all her possessions, into a 10x10-foot room 
with a stranger. It seems that it can only happen to the helpless elderly. Please pray for these 
residents. 
 

These two events exemplify what Love Thy Neighbor Ministries is all about: assisting and 
supporting the institutionalized elders in our community. The first – Christmas gifts – is intended 
to provide needed items to those who cannot afford to or cannot easily shop for themselves; the 
other – to offer one-on-one fellowship and being ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. “We implore them on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  2 Corinthians 5:20 
ESV 
 

Over the years we’ve distributed hundreds of large and giant print English and Spanish Bibles 
with hand-made carrying covers, which included a pen, highlighter and notebook. It is such a joy 
to see a person’s eyes light up when they are given their own brand spanking new red-letter 
Bible. But one of the things we’ve become aware of is the need our care residents have for 
reading glasses. Many can’t afford them or just can’t 
get out to purchase a pair. So, in 2023, we’re 
implementing a ministry we call Operation 
Enlightment! Not only will we continue to provide 
large and giant print Bibles with hand-made carrying 
covers with a pen, highlighter and notebook, but we’re 
going to ensure, to the best of our financial ability, that 
every resident who needs reading glasses will get them. 
                                                          

 
 
 

“Thank you for the 
beautiful Bible I 
received as a Christmas 
gift. I am a Christian 
and I love Jesus.”  
 

Angelina, a resident 

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord 
Christ. Colossians 3:23‐24 

A resident of one of the facilities came 
to help pick up his facility’s gifts (at 
right, with Steve), bringing a thank you 
card. 
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In case you hadn’t heard, Love Thy Neighbor Ministries 
celebrated our 20th anniversary at the end of 2022. The time has 
gone quickly as we worked to faithfully carry out our mission, to 
show God’s love to the frail elderly in our community by 
reaching out to touch them in loving and meaningful ways. 
 
Our vision is that we provide for support and assistance to all 
elders in Pima County who need friends, advocates and 
activities; and that every Christian in Pima County has an 
opportunity to serve the marginalized elders in this community. 
 
We have touched thousands of lives in these 20 years, and pray 
that we have made a significant difference. But, of course, we 
have been able to do this only because of the many, many 
individuals, churches and organizations who have joined us in 
God’s work. And so we want to say Thank you to all those who 
have been involved in so many ways: 

 
 Visiting and befriending residents in long-term facilities 
 Leading Bible studies for residents in facilities 
 Purchasing, wrapping, sorting and delivering gifts 
 Playing in a musical group and singing 
 Attending training classes to equip them to serve 
 Sewing, knitting and crocheting a wide variety of useful gifts 
 Caring for the Good Neighbor Get Together event guests 
 Praying for our work and those we serve 
 Financially supporting Love Thy Neighbor Ministries 
 Serving on the Board of Directors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries, Inc., is a non‐profit 501(c)(3) tax‐exempt corporation 
registered in the state of Arizona. It is overseen by an independent board which has full 

and final authority over all corporate assets, personnel and affairs. 

Steve training volunteers 
Bible Study group 
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Our heartfelt “Thanks” to each and every one who gave a financial donation to Thy Neighbor Ministries in 2022. 
 

Our Wonderful Sponsors 

Smile Amazon Giving 
Noel & Peter Andersen 
Ben Astenius 
Emmie Lou & Bob Brunson 
Joan & Adam Bulharowski 
Calvary Christian Fellowship 
Harry & Diane Carpenter 
Anna M Chamblee 
Matthew & Tanya Cuthbertson 
Scott Ehrsam 
Ken & Marietta Fahl 
Carolyn Farley 
Enrique & Sandra Gonzalez 
Bill Goodrich, God Cares   

Ministry 
 

Patsy Reynolds 
Randy Reynolds 
Ray & Carole Rogers 
Gloria Rose 
Brad & Susan Soland 
Tom Stash 
Sandra & Barry Stevenson 
Pauline & Gary Suerwier 
Karen & Mark Tenace 
Susan & Tom Tjossem 
Vistoso Community Church 
Gain & Bill Von Fabrice 
Patricia Wait 
Kevilee & Steven Watterson 
Tim & Heather Wilcox 
 

Lisa & Robert Grenier 
Margaret Haack 
Billy & Dionna Hardwick 
Kenneth Heil 
Terry Henrichs 
Donna & Donald Hess 
Morgan & Sharon Hunter 
Steve & Virginia Kacprzak 
Colleen Kriz 
Ella Kunkle 
John Lever 
Earlene & Scott Lewis 
Charles & Mary Mills 
Sally Moore 
Tom & Susan Panneck 
 

Also our warm “Thanks” to the following folks who gave material and/or service gifts in 2022.  
These include such things as hand-made items, professional time, gift items, materials, meeting room, etc. 

Regina Bechard 
Cheri Black 
Vickie Brennan 
Calvary Christian Fellowship 
Diane Campbell 
Conda Dyche 
Sigrid Flatness 

Carole Riedner 
Kathy Roth 
Zora Saunders 
Marian Shoptaugh 
Marlys Sides 
Vistoso Community Church 
Irmel Wheeler 
 

Sue Garcia 
Virginia Kacprzak 
Ella Kunkle 
Sue Lane 
Pat Norton 
Karen Redig 
Patsy Reynolds 

Memorial gifts received 
 

In Memory of Barbara & Michael 
Tomochick 

From Joan & Adam Bulharowski 
 

In Memory of Mary R. Lever 
From John Lever 

 

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries, PO Box 68830, Tucson, AZ 85737 – 520.906.5842 – www.ltnm.org 

 Operation: 
Enlightenment 

Attention: Activity Directors 

If you would like your residents to benefit 
from Operation Enlightenment, call Love 
Thy Neighbor Ministries. 


