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Our 2020 in Review 
 
Can you believe it is 2021 already? I think we are all glad to see 2020 in the rear-view mirror. What a year!  

But it didn’t start out that way. As I wrote is our first newsletter of the year “2020 got off to a great start and 
we are looking forward with anticipation to what the Lord has in store for us this year.” We had just finished 
a successful Christmas gift program for residents. Seventeen new volunteers were in the process of being 

trained. We were enjoying one-to-one visits with nursing home 
and assisted living residents. Our Traveling Bible Exhibit was 
successfully reaching residents with the Word. Matt Cuthbertson 
and his team of musicians were performing free concerts. We had 
small group Bible studies in a number of facilities and the number 
of participants was growing. The January and February Good 
Neighbor Get Together events were enjoyable and a blessing to 
our guests, their caregivers, our volunteers and we had a promise 
of new participants. Our Stitches For Love hand-made items 
program was flourishing and continued to flourish the entire year. 

Then came the second week of March and COVID-19. The nursing 
homes and assisted living centers closed their doors to visitors for 

the safety of their residents and staff. That 
action of course ended one-to-one visits 
and small group Bible studies, the 
Traveling Bible Exhibit and music 
performances. And for the safety of our 
guests and volunteers we suspended the 
Good Neighbor Get Together program. This 
was certainly a time of testing, a time for 
ceaseless prayer. 

Suddenly residents were isolated from 
family, friends, and visitors of any kind. 
Their spiritual and social lives were frozen 
in place. They were confused and fearful for their lives. We and our volunteers began telephone-visiting with 
those residents who had access to a phone. We also began visiting where possible with waves and 
conversation from outside the window. But that wasn’t enough. 

God, in His infinite wisdom and ceaseless grace, showed us additional ways to reach the residents with His 
love. To help residents overcome the loneliness and boredom of being restricted to their rooms we started 
Operation Something to Do. “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever”          
(I Chronicles 16:34). The idea behind this program was to provide items and opportunities to as many 
residents as possible. Thanks to the generosity of many we began to secure a large supply of Bibles (English 
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and Spanish), Bible kits, self directed Bible study and other 
Christ-centered materials, large print Word Search books, 
coloring books, colored pencils, crayons, markers, journals and 
pens, jigsaw puzzles, playing cards, reading materials, joke 
books, and cookies. We then began to distribute these items, 
along with many items hand-made by our Stitches for Love 
volunteers, to the residents of 12 area nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities. We continued doing this monthly as 
funds were available.  

The response from residents and staff was positive and 
encouraging in writing and by phone. Here is what some Activity 
Directors had to say: 

My assistant and I went room to room distributing the items you gave us, telling residents they were from 
Love Thy Neighbor Ministries. From the questions residents asked about your organization and its logo I 
was able to share Jesus with a number of them. 

Thank you for stopping by to drop off the activity materials for our residents. We’ve distributed all the 
wonderful gifts to the residents and they were delighted and thankful. The jokes brought much laughter. 

You guys are awesome. Brenda 

Thank you for all the great items you dropped off for our 
residents. We were all touched by your generosity and 
thoughtfulness. Stay safe and God bless you for your 
work. Ida 

And some residents: 

Thank you for the Bible, carrying case, pen, highlighter 
and notebook. It's good to have God's Word in a print size 
I can read. William 

Thank you for the Bible, the study material and the puzzle 
book and please thank Barbara [our volunteer who made 
the blanket] for the beautiful lap blanket. Susan 

We also began collecting word search puzzle books, 
coloring books and other materials from the internet, putting them in PDF format and emailing them to 
facilities for their residents. These have been well received: 

Hi Steve, thanks so much for the PDFs. They are definitely keeping spirits up!!!  Sue 

In October Vistoso Community Church donated 12 portable DVD players with headphones which were given 
to facilities for the use of their residents. VCC then began, and continues, to provide weekly DVDs of Bible 
teaching and worship for their residents. The Bible Museum of Goodyear, Arizona has also donated a supply 
of the DVD The Forbidden Book – The History of the English Bible which was distributed to the facilities. The 
response has been heartening: 

One of our short-term residents, Bill, a younger man, was struggling with physical, emotional and spiritual 
difficulties. My assistant met and prayed with Bill and gave him one of the Bibles you gave to us. He also 
told Bill at the time about the portable DVD player and teaching and worship DVDs. Bill asked to be part 
of the program so we included him. A few days ago I went to see Bill and asked him if he enjoyed the 
teaching and worship DVDs. He started crying and during my time with him he accepted Jesus as his Lord 
and Savior. Thank you for including us in this program. Liz 

A selection of Bibles, ready to deliver 
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Good morning Steve. I would like to thank you again for the donation of the portable DVD player, 
headphones and DVDs. We have a number of residents who really enjoy using the program. One resident 
in particular, Linda, uses it every Sunday watching the worship service. She says it makes her feel like she’s 
part of the church again. Kea 

The DVD player, worship and teaching programs have been such a blessing to our residents. Thank you 
and please extend our thanks to Vistoso Community Church. Brenda 

We finished the year with the most successful Blessings in a Bag Christmas gift program yet. This year we 
had five churches partnering with us in the program: Calvary 
Christian Fellowship, Vistoso Community Church, The Vision 
Church, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church and New Life Bible 
Fellowship. As a result, 443 Christmas gifts were given to the 
residents of 7 facilities. Each gift contained a minimum of 6 items. 

However, our Stitches For Love 
volunteers did even better. For 
the year a total of 1,064 items 
were hand-made by our Stitches 
For Love volunteers.  At 

Christmas 778 individual pieces consisting of quilts, lap blankets, walker 
and wheelchair bags, hats, scarves, leg warmers, clothes protectors, 
activity aprons and twiddlemuffs, and Bible covers were given as 
Christmas gifts to the residents of an additional 10 facilities. 

On behalf of our residents and staff I would like to express our sincere 
thanks to Love Thy Neighbor Ministries and everyone who participated 
in providing Christmas gifts to all our residents. It’s incredible that you 
guys donate so many gifts each and every year. Our residents were so 
very happy. Sincerely, Catalina Village 

Thank you for the sweat suit. It fits like a glove. God Bless You! Cosmo 

I couldn’t believe all the wonderful things that were in the gift bag you 
gave me. Please thank everyone for me. God Bless You! Mary 

We give God the glory for whatever has been accomplished by Love Thy Neighbor Ministries in 2020! 

There’s hope for improvement in 2021 with the release of the COVID vaccines. When and if the adult long-
term care communities will open to visits is uncertain. In the meantime, with the Holy Spirit’s help and 
direction we will continue to reach out to the residents and staff of these facilities just as we have been 
doing since March, 2020. 

Blessings, 

Steve 
 

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries, Inc. 
P.O. Box 68830, Tucson, AZ 85737 

520.906.5842 - www.ltnm.org  
 

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries is a Christian organization that recruits, trains and enables volunteers to bring love of God to 
those who live in nursing homes and assisted living care centers, by providing loving, caring, helpful and neighborly visits. 

Some of the hundreds of Christmas gifts, 
sorted and waiting for pick-up. 

778 hand-made items to 
be given as Christmas 

gifts 

Steve Kacprzak 
Executive Director 

See the next page for a list 
of Our Wonderful Partners. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

               

Our heartfelt “Thank you” to each and every one who gave a financial donation 
to Love Thy Neighbor Ministries in 2020. 

 

Our Wonderful Partners 
 

Smile Amazon 
Pete & Noel Andersen 
Judith Anderson 
Ben Astenius 
Dr. Steven Blatchford 
Marsha & John Bona 
Emmie Lou & Bob Brunson 
Joan & Adam Bulharowski 
Calvary Christian Fellowship 
Elsie Calvin 
Carlton Village Senior Care 
Harry & Diane Carpenter 
Anna M Chamblee 
Popeye Costa 
Matthew & Tanya Cuthbertson 
Virginia Dixon 
Scott Ehrsam 
Ken & Marietta Fahl 
Carolyn Farley 
Kathryn Farris 

Edwin J Olsen 
Thomas & Susan Panneck 
Dennis & Barbara Peterson 
Lucy Phelan 
Patsy Reynolds 
Randy Reynolds 
Ray & Carole Rogers 
Susan & Brad Soland 
Sonora Investment 
  Management 
Robert & Wanda Stauffacher 
Pauline & Gary Suerwier 
Karen & Mark Tenace 
Susan & Tom Tjossem 
Vistoso Community Church 
Gain & Bill Von Fabrice 
Patricia Wait 
Kevilee & Steven Watterson 
Kevin & Christine West 
Tim & Heather Wilcox 

David Geoffrey 
Enrique & Sandra Gonzalez 
God Cares Ministry 
Bill & Cathy Goodrich 
Lisa & Robert Grenier 
Margaret Haack 
Billy & Dionna Hardwick 
Jennifer Harris 
Terry Henrichs 
Harvey & Annette Holleman 
Morgan & Sharon Hunter 
Steve & Virginia Kacprzak 
Christine & Don Kass 
Colleen Kriz 
Ken & Ella Kunkle 
Thomas & Arlene Mazur 
Charles & Mary Mills 
Eleanor Mishur 
Barbara Montgomery 
Ronald D Mumford 

“Thanks” also to the following folks who gave material and/or 
service gifts in 2020. These include such things as hand-made items, 

professional time, gift items, materials, or meeting room. 

Edwin Olsen 
Pam Owens 
June Parker 
Karen Redig 
Patsy Reynolds 
Carole Riedner 
Donna Rowe 
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church 
Marian Shoptaugh 
Sharon Stark 
Karen Tenace 
Linda Terp 
Gain Von Fabrice 
Charlene Van Pelt 
The Vision Church 
Vistoso Community Church 
Patti Wagner 
Debbie Walker 
Janet Walker & “Gather the  
  Pieces” 
Kevilee Watterson 
 

The Bible Museum, Goodyear, AZ 
Debbie Bohl 
Vickie Brennan 
Calvary Christian Fellowship 
Elsie Calvin 
Cass Chadwick 
Marie-Noelle Courneloup 
Matt Cuthbertson 
Tanya Cuthbertson 
LuAnn Detloff 
Sigrid Flatness 
Helen Gorski 
Jennifer Harris 
Shane Harris 
Annette Holleman 
Morgan & Sharon Hunter 
Virginia Kacprzak 
Colleen Kriz 
Ella Kunkle 
Barbara Montgomery 
New Life Bible Fellowship 

Memorial Gifts received 
since our last newsletter 

 

In memory of Dick Stup 
from Eleanor Mishur 

 

In memory of Mike & 
Barbe Tomochick from 
Joan & Adam Bulharowski 

 

In memory of Jim Haack 
from Margaret Haack 

 

Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus… Phil 2:4-5 


