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Virginia and I were preoccupied a good deal of the time this past
quarter moving our home and ministry offices from Oro Valley to
Catalina. With all of that we were still able to train and introduce
four new volunteers to visiting locations, maintain a visiting
schedule, work with other volunteers and complete necessary
administration work.

Every third Thursday of the month an outreach event called the Good Neighbor Get
Together is held from 12:30 to 4:30, hosted by Love Thy Neighbor Ministries (LTNM).
This event offers respite for overworked at-home caregivers, and an interesting and fun
activity time for their care-receiving loved ones. This is a much-needed outreach! In the
first quarter we were able to manage two events, January and March, but the February
event had to be cancelled because absences left us with too few volunteers.

At this time, we are in need of additional volunteers in order for this outreach to
continue. If you are looking for a meaningful way to serve God or know someone who
is and would like more information about this ministry outreach, please call us at
520-906-5842.

Scott Ehrsam and his wonderful Home Instead organization honored Love Thy Neighbor
Ministries at its 30t anniversary celebration in January. We were recognized for our 19
years of work in providing Christmas gifts to nursing home and assisted living residents.
At that event the ministry was presented with a financial donation, assuring that this
year’s Blessings in a Bag Christmas gift outreach would be a success.

Looking back to the beginning of LTNM it seems the time has gone quickly as we worked
to faithfully carry out our mission, which was to show God’s love to the frail elderly in
our community. We've done this by reaching out to touch them in loving and meaningful
ways. Our vision was to provide for support and assistance to all elders in Pima County
who needed friends, advocates and activities; and to see that every Christian in Pima
County had an opportunity to serve the marginalized elders in this community. We have
touched thousands of lives in these past 24 years, and pray that we have honored the
Lord in doing so. And we eagerly look forward to touching many more in Christ’s name
in the future. But, of course, we have only been able to do this because of the many,
individuals, churches and organizations who have joined us in God’s work. And so, it is
our turn to honor and say “"Thank you” to all those who over the years have been
involved in so many ways: ... over

Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Romans 12:10-12




e Visiting and befriending residents in
nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
t e Sewing, knitting and crocheting a wide
variety of special gifts.
C'}F‘ CHRISTIAN HELP e Leading Bible studies for residents.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors e Providing entertainment by playing a
musical instrument or singing, or by
W ¥ i.'v
Financially supporting the work of this
ministry.

special talents or pets.
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e \Volunteering and caring for the Good
Neighbor Get Together event guests.

The following poem will touch the memory and heart of everyone who has followed the

Holy Spirit into a nursing home to visit.

Purchasing, wrapping, sorting and
delivering gifts.

The Quiet Gift

Author Unknown

Praying for our work and those we serve.
e Serving on our Board of Directors.

You step through the door,

and the air shifts—

not with fanfare,

but with the soft rustle of recognition.

Eyes lift from folded blankets,

from the slow dance of dust in sunlight.
Some remember your hame,

some only the warmth in your voice.

You bring the outside in—

the scent of rain on your coat,

the hum of traffic still clinging to your shoes,
a story about a bird that would not leave your porch.
Here, time moves like honey,

and your presence stirs it,

a gentle spoon through stillness,

reminding the room that the world still turns.
You may think it small—

this hour, this visit—

but to them it is a window

flung wide in a long, quiet hallway,

and the breeze carries your kindness

long after you've gone.
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