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… let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  

Matthew 5:16 

Redeeming the Time 
By Susan Soland 

   Charlene Van Pelt came to a new life in Christ after a 

lifetime of seeking. Although her family did not attend 

church, Charlene and her sister sometimes attended 

Sunday School as children, and at age 15 she even went 

so far as to give her life to Christ at Young Life Camp in 

Canada. But when she returned home, having no 

experience of a church community she was at a loss on 

how to connect with a church, 

as she had been told to do. 

   “I didn’t feel anything. I 
thought, after all, I gave my life. 

I should feel something! But I 

had no faith, so I had no 

understanding of the power of 

what I had just done. And 

because I didn’t feel what I 

thought I should feel, I just 

concluded that God hadn’t 

heard me.” 
 

    You knitted me together in 

my mother's womb… all the 

days ordained for me were 

written in your book before one of them came to be. 
From Psalm 139 

 

   “So I just took matters into my own hands and started 

this wandering.” Her journey took her to Los Angeles in 

the 70s where she encountered Hinduism. “I went one 

evening and had an experience and just kept going 

back”…for 20 years. “But one day near the end of my 

time there, I was in the Ashram, which is like a Hindu 

monastery, and my mind just cleared. I stopped dead in 

my tracks and my inner voice said to me, ‘My soul does 

not need enlightenment; my soul needs redemption.’ 

Just like that. And I didn’t really know at the time what 

that meant.” 

   For the next 20 years Charlene was a member of the 

Roman Catholic Church, initially in Los Angeles and then 

in Tucson. She finally found the pure Word of God 

preached at Vistoso Community Church and gave her life 

to the Lord in 2016. She is now a church member and  

was baptized there in November.  She knows now that 

God turned her loose but never let her go. “I can sit here 

today and see the thread of my life connecting 

everything. When I add it up, I have been wandering in 

the wilderness for 40 years before I finally came here!” 

   At Vistoso Community Church Charlene connected 

with Steve and Virginia Kacprzak and Love Thy Neighbor 

Ministries. The congregation and their Pastor, Kevin 

Redig, have been long-time and 

steadfast supporters of LTNM. 

Theirs is the first church to 

embrace and host the Good 

Neighbor Get Together 

Program™, a ministry dedicated 

to providing a free respite 

program for at-home caregivers 

of loved ones with early to mid-

stage Alzheimer’s disease. It is 

Charlene’s hope that more 

churches would become 

involved. “’I’d like to see it grow 

in Tucson. This is a lost 

population, a very under-served 

and also growing population.“ 

   Charlene dedicates her volunteering with Love Thy 

Neighbor Ministries to her mother, Helen Van Pelt, who 

died from Alzheimer’s disease at the age of 93 in 2012. 

“We were fortunate and happy, as a family, to take care 

of her at home. It took my father, my sister, a neighbor 

who became a dear friend, and myself.” 
 

    Now also when I am old and gray headed, O God do 

not forsake me. Psalm 71:18 
 

   Helen requested at earlier times in her life that she 

never be put in an institution, because she grew up with 

her siblings in several orphanages. 

   “The disease robbed my parents of the retirement that 

they worked for. It robbed my mother, who was 

talented, kind, funny and capable of a full life.” Charlene 

displays a photo of a lovely elderly woman with a far-

away look in her eyes. “I keep this picture of her in  her   

last days. She is poignantly withdrawing into her own  
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Ministry Update 
Steve Kacprzak, Executive Director 

 

Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Proverbs 3:27 

  There are three items that in addition 

to our regular ministry operations I 

want to tell you about in this last 

Ministry Update of 2017. 
 

  The first is our Blessings in a Bag 

Christmas gift campaign. This is a new 

program and we encourage you to 

participate in this worthwhile 

outreach. The particulars are covered 

on page 3 of this newsletter but I would like to 

emphasize one important point. Nursing homes do 

not always provide everything a resident needs. We 

polled several nursing home activity directors and 

their residents and came up with a list of items 

most everyone can use but which are not often 

available because residents just can’t afford them.  
 

Give, and it will be given to you: good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

and running over will be put into your 

bosom. For with the same measure that you 

use, it will be measured back to you.  

Luke 6:38 
 

  Second, we have been reaching out, through the 

Good Neighbor Get Together Program™, to the 

hard-working at-home caregivers who care for a 

loved one with Alzheimer’s 24 hours a day seven 

days a week. These dedicated people 

need an opportunity to get away and 

know that their loved ones are being 

cared for by loving, trained volunteers, 

in a safe and joyful environment. 

Vistoso Community Church is the first 

host of the Get Together. The word has 

gotten out and the number of 

participants is growing such that we will 

need to add a second hosting church very soon. If 

you are a pastor we’d love to share our experiences 

in this wonderful outreach with you. Congregants, 

be sure to tell your pastor and church leaders about 

this outreach to a segment of our population which 

is, sadly, growing quickly and often overlooked. 
 

For you, brethren, have been called to 

liberty; only do not use liberty as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love 

serve one another. Galatians 5:13 
 

  Our outreach to the residents of the adult long-

term care facilities in our community continues to 

grow. I’m very happy to report that since our last 

newsletter we added five new volunteers.  
 

May God’s Grace and Peace be yours in 

abundance this Thanksgiving and Christmas 

season. 

Year-End Giving 
 

Please remember Love Thy Neighbor Ministries in your year-end giving. Help us with a generous tax- 

deductible gift so we can continue the important work we are doing in our community for the residents of 

the adult long-term care facilities and home-bound caregivers and their loved ones. 

 

If you are 70½ or older and have an IRA account, a special opportunity for charitable giving is available to 

you. Under the Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) provision you are eligible to transfer a tax-free gift 

directly from your IRA Account to your favorite 501 (c)(3) charity(ies). Love Thy Neighbor Ministries qualifies 

as such. In addition to the benefits of giving to charity, a QCD excludes the amount donated from taxable 

income. The amount you give comes “right off the top” of your Required Minimum Distribution. For more 

detailed information, speak with your IRA Account Representative or call Tim Wilcox of Sonora Investment 

Management, 520-624-4554, who has agreed to offer free help with this gifting procedure.  
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Love Thy Neighbor Ministries, Inc., is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation registered in the state of Arizona. It 

is overseen by an independent Board of Directors which has full and final authority over all corporate assets, personnel 

and affairs. Contact us at P.O. Box 68830, Tucson, AZ 85737 or call (520) 742-5548. 

 

 
 

Christmas Gifts 

for Elders 
 

Would you like to be a blessing to a nursing home 

resident this Christmas season? If you would, here is 

a special and meaningful way to do just that. Many 

elderly nursing home residents living in our 

community do not receive even one gift at 

Christmas. In many ways, the elderly are our 21st 

century orphans. You can help change that!  As we 

have in the past, Love Thy Neighbor Ministries is 

partnering with Calvary Christian Fellowship, 

Vistoso Community Church and the Golder Ranch 

Fire District to provide Christmas gifts to our elders 

in nursing homes. This year we have a new 

program, Blessings in a Bag, to encourage and 

provide the opportunity for the community to 

purchase needed items – often simple necessities of 

life – and if you would like, you can even join us in 

delivering the gift bags. 
  

To participate and bless someone in need, here is all 

you do: 
 

1. Visit one of the following Blessings in a Bag 

tree locations. 

2. Remove an ornament from the tree. A list of gift 

items is printed on each ornament. 

3. Purchase the gift items listed.  

 

Blessings 
in a Bag 

 

 4. Place the ornament and the items, unwrapped, in 

a bag, tied or sealed closed. Return your bag to the 

gift collection box next to the tree in one of the 

locations. 
 

If you cannot get to a tree location, please call us 

and we will mail or email an ornament to you. 
 

Ornaments will be available on November 19
th

 and 

gifts must be in the collection box by December 

14
th

. The gifts are picked up weekly by volunteers 

and taken to our bagging locations. They will be 

delivered to residents at their facility’s Christmas 

party. If you wish to help deliver the gifts, just 

indicate that on the ornament before you return it.   
 

Blessings in a Bag tree locations are: 
 

Calvary Christian Fellowship 

3850 N. Commerce Dr. 

Tucson, AZ 85705 

(520) 292-9661 
                                                                                                                                                       

Vistoso Community Church 

1200 E. Rancho Vistoso Blvd.                  
Oro Valley, AZ 85755 

(520) 825-0652 
                                                                                                                                                       

Golder Ranch Fire District 

3885 E. Golder Ranch Rd. or 1175 W. Magee Rd. 

Catalina, AZ 85739                 Tucson, AZ 85706 

(520) 825-9001                       (520) 825-9001   

 

Be sure to call the location for office 

hours. And spread the word! 

 
Make  
theirs a  
Merry Christmas! 
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world. She would brighten when smiled upon, and 

touched. It was evident that she was “still in there”. She 

always responded to attention, no doubt the little girl 

from the Children’s Home.” 

   “My life now is about redeeming the time that I have 

left: no longer building up an employer’s kingdom but 

building up the Kingdom of God. And I just love this  

beautiful ministry. I love the Get Togethers we have, but 

also visiting nursing homes. I used to work in the fast-

paced world of health care, but now enjoy the slower 

world of one-on-one visits at bedsides: visits where I can  

lavish my full and undivided attention on the human 

being in front of me. I used to be focused on their health 

and their bodies. Now I can be focused on their souls - 

really the focus that matters at this stage in their lives. 

When reading God’s Word, their eyes light up and the 

restlessness is dispelled. It is the power of God’s love.” 

   “I volunteer in the nursing homes to bring Christ’s love 

and peace, letting them know that He has not forgotten 

them,” says Charlotte, just as He had not forgotten her. 

“It gives me great joy to do this, especially to women 

whose families cannot or no longer visit. I am always so 

touched with this ministry that Jesus has provided, that 

He has volunteers bring His presence to their bedside, 

when they can no longer leave their bed or room to 

attend services in the facilities. It is a beautiful witness 

that God does not forget His own and I am so honored 

to participate in this sacred 

ministry. 

  “I do have a couple of new 

ladies right now who are not  

believers. One of them loves 

classical music. I bring my CD 

player and we sit and enjoy the 

music together.” But Charlene 

prays for all, and the hope of the 

opportunity to share is always with her. 

   “I don’t know how much time I have left. I have to 

make up for lost time.” Since her retirement in January, 

redeeming the time for Charlene means volunteering in 

the monthly Good Neighbor Get Together at her church; 

visiting residents at Mountain View and La Canada Care 

Center two afternoons a week; facilitating a morning 

class at Gospel Rescue Mission Center for Women; and 

leading an evening Bible Study. She is passionate about 

the Bible and humble in this role. 

   “It’s amazing to me that God is doing as much with me 

as He is, as soon as He is! You know, I’m not a Bible 

scholar, I only just started studying the Bible and yet 

here I am writing Bible lessons. But that is how I got 

saved – through the Word of God. For somebody not to 

know God, not to know Jesus and what He did grieves 

me. The greatness of our God just touches me and I 

want other people to know that this is a wonderful God! 

You need to know him. He LOVES you!” 


