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“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus  for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them.”  Galatians 5:13 

Ministry Update 
By Steve Kacprzak, Executive Director 

We plan to hold a Yard Sale in January to 

benefit Love Thy Neighbor Ministries. If you 

have items that you could donate or wish 

to help with the sale, please call Virginia at 

520-203-6519. All donations are tax 

deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Double your Donation 
 

Here’s an opportunity for you to double the 

impact of your year-end contribution to the 

work of Love Thy Neighbor Ministries. We 

are excited to let you know that we have 

received a pledge of matching funds for 

contributions made until the end of the 

year, up to $2000. This means that for 

every dollar you give to help us bring the 

love of our Lord to the frail elderly of our 

community, your contribution will be 

doubled up to a total maximum of $2000. 

Please mark your payment “Matching” and 

be sure we receive it by December 31. 

There are four items I want to call to your attention 

in this last Ministry Update of 2016. These are the 

things we have been working on since our last 

newsletter. 
 

The first is the Be A Santa To A Senior campaign. I 

encourage you to participate in this outreach. The 

particulars are covered on page 2 of this newsletter 

but I would like to emphasize one point. The adult 

long term care facilities do not always provide everything a resident 

needs. For example, one lady asked for a box of her favorite Special K 

cereal for Christmas because her home served the same brand every 

day and she was tired of it. Another wanted a pair of warm socks, 

another a wash cloth and still another a hairbrush. You will also read 

the story of Ben’s shoes (Your Donations at Work”) on page 4.  
 

 

Secondly, you can double your ministry impact through the end of this 
year by a matching donation pledge. Read the details in the right-hand 
column. This ministry does require funds to accomplish its outreach 
goals. Please support our work with a generous financial donation. 
 

“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of 

hard work we must help the weak, remembering the 

words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to 

give than to receive.’” - Acts 20:35 
 

Thirdly, if you are a caregiver - family or professional - caring for 

someone with dementia, especially Lewy Body Dementia, the next 

training video in our “Seeing Dementia Through The Eyes of Love 

Series”, Lewy Body Dementia - What Everyone Needs to Know, is a 

must see. The details of where, when, and how to attend this 

presentation are covered on the insert in this newsletter. 
 

Finally, we are getting ready to reach out to the hard-working 

caregivers who care for a loved one at home 24 hours a day seven days 

a week. They need an opportunity to get away and not worry about 

their loved ones. The Good Neighbor Get Together Program™ events 

will make that happen but We Need Volunteers to assist in this 

worthwhile endeavor. See the insert in this newsletter for details. 
 

We wish each and every one of you, our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

a Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas. 

Gifts Given in  
Loving Memory 

 

Richard Campbell  

from Don & Cindy Majewski 
 

Donna Burgess  

from Robert Burgess 
 

Henry & Mildred Kacprzak  

from Steve & Virginia Kacprzak 



PAGE 2 The Good Neighbor—October/November/December 2016 VOLUME XI I ,  ISSUE IV 

Would you like to be a blessing to a stranger this 

Christmas season? If you would, here is a special and 

meaningful way to do just that. Many elderly nursing 

home, assisted and independent living residents in our 

community do not receive even one gift at Christmas. In 

many ways, the elderly are our 21
st

 century orphans. You 

can help change that! Again this year, as we have for the 

past eleven, Love Thy Neighbor Ministries is partnering 

with Home Instead Senior Care in their Be A Santa To A 

Senior program. This wonderful program encourages 

and provides the opportunity for the community to 

purchase Christmas gifts for the elderly in Pima County. 

This is a worthwhile program that at times provides the 

necessities of living to the elder. 
 

To participate and bless someone in need, here is all you 

do: 
 

1. Visit one of the following Be A Santa To A Senior tree 

locations. 

2. Remove an ornament from the tree. Gift ideas are 

printed on each ornament. 

3. Purchase the gift(s) listed. 

4. Bring the ornament and gift back to the location, 

unwrapped, and place it in the collection box. 
 

This year the trees will be taken down on December 

14th, at which time the gifts must be in the collection 

box. The gifts are picked up weekly by volunteers and 

taken to our wrapping locations, wrapped and delivered 

to the residents in time for Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Tree Locations are: 
 

Calvary Christian Fellowship 

3850 N. Commerce Dr. 

Tucson, AZ 85705 

(520) 292-9661 
 

 

Golder Ranch Fire District 

3885 E. Golder Ranch Dr. 

Catalina, AZ 85739 

(520) 825-9001 
 

Vistoso Community Church 

1200 E. Rancho Vistoso Blvd. 

Oro Valley, AZ 85755 

(520) 825-0652 
 

Home Instead Senior Care 

3208 N. Tucson Blvd 

Tucson, AZ 85716 

(520) 770-9943 
 

K-Mart Super Center 

7055 E. Broadway Blvd. 

Tucson, AZ 85710 

(520) 546-6565 
 

Curves 

10355 N. La Canada Dr. #157 

Oro Valley, AZ 85737 

(520) 544-8510 
 

Deco - Art for Living 

2612 East Broadway 

Tucson, AZ 85716 

(520) 319-0888 
 

Rocco's Little Chicago Pizzeria 

2707 E. Broadway 

Tucson, AZ 85716 

(520) 321-1860 
 

Pantano Christian Church 

1755 S. Houghton Rd. 

 Tucson, AZ 85748 

(520) 298-5395  

Be sure to call the location for times! 
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Love Thy Neighbor Ministries, Inc., is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation registered in the state of Arizona.  

It is overseen by an independent Board of Directors which has full and final authority over all corporate assets, 

personnel and affairs. Contact us at P.O. Box 68830, Tucson, AZ 85737 or call (520) 742-5548. 

Meet The Bowmans 
By Susan Soland 

Frances and Michael Bowman 

were two talented teenagers, she 

from Chicago and he from Gary, 

Indiana. They met, made music 

and fell in love, only to be 

separated by well-meaning 

parents. They reunited a lifetime 

later, married and set up home in 

Marana, Arizona. 
 

One day, these two people were sitting in a booth at a 

local pancake house. A lady approached them and said, 

“The Lord told me to pray for you.” Many people would 

politely decline the opportunity, but not Frances 

Bowman, who started her singing career in Oscar 

Brown’s Musical Revue, “Opportunity Please Knock”. 

Upon learning that they are a musician and a singer with 

a heart to visit care homes, the lady said, “You have to 

meet Steve Kacprzak”, who is Executive Director of Love 

Thy Neighbor Ministries. Fran and Michael have been 

doing concerts in Tucson assisted care homes for Love 

Thy Neighbor Ministries for over a year now. 
 

“Truthfully, they are phenomenal!” says Kea Schultz, 

Activity Director at Copper Canyon Alzheimer’s Special 

Care Center. “Frances sings a mix of mostly spiritual 

songs and some with more jazz background, and Michael 

plays his sax. Every time they come our residents get this 

spiritual connection with them to the point where some 

of them will cry in such a good way.” 
 

Michael’s quiet, smiling presence never hints at the fact 

that he has shared a concert stage with a young Michael 

Jackson and other musical legends. To see him at his 

desk, surrounded by 

musical instruments 

and numerous 

lovingly framed 

photos that are 

snapshots of history 

in the making, is to 

know that his story 

will be heard when 

he plays. 
 

Frances has been an 

educator, writer, 

director, vocalist, and actress specializing in children's 

theater and black history. She has lived through pivotal 

moments of black history from the fifties, sixties and 

seventies with a cast of characters that are familiar 

household names. 
 

“The Bible says we need to see about the sick and the 

shut-ins and the widows. In Mississippi, I grew up with 

my grandmother, greatgrandmother, great aunts and 

uncles. I was always with them. In my hometown, in 

Jackson, when I was a kid, if a neighbor got sick, the 

people of the community took turns sitting with them so 

that the wife could sleep. They would fix a meal and take 

it to the family, so that the wife wouldn’t have to worry 

about it. So I was used to this. Michael was cut from the 

same cloth. His people were from the same area, 

Memphis, Tennessee and 

Mississippi.” 
 

Frances has visited with 

other organizations: Girl 

Scouts, church choirs or 

over the holidays to sing 

Christmas carols, but she 

acknowledges what we 

have found to be true at 

Love Thy Neighbor 

Ministries. “You would sing and then you’re gone. But 

now going into different places where you’re there 

longer than a 20-minute concert, you get a chance to get 

a different feeling. You’re actually in the trenches with 

them. It’s hard to leave because they don’t want you to 

leave. You do the concert and now another 45 minutes 

has gone by and you’re still there, singing and talking. 

They make you feel so good!” 
 

“When we do the concerts, we talk to the staff and we 

tell them how much we appreciate them and the work 

that they do. We pray for them.” We tell our friends, 

“Pray for the people who work in the nursing homes. 

Pray for the doctors and the nurses and the aides 

because their jobs are pretty rough and they get tired.”  
 

The Bowmans are one of five musical groups inspired by 

Love Thy Neighbor Ministries to bring God’s love in 

music to the residents in the nursing home and assisted 

living facilities of our community. 
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“Ben” (not his real name), at 59 years of age, is a long-time nursing home resident because of a brain injury, and a ward 

of the state. We have been visiting him for the past 12 years and had scheduled to take him out for lunch recently. We 

phoned the facility the day before to confirm our date and were told Ben could not go out because he had no shoes. 

He had no shoes. The special therapeutic shoes that had been ordered  for him, after the others wore out and that he 

needs because of a medical condition, were the wrong size, so until they could be reordered, he was shoeless. This was 

really a tragic situation because not only was Ben unable to go out for lunch – which is a special treat for him – but he 

also was walking around in just a pair of socks.  
 

Thanks to the generosity of those who financially support the work we do, Love Thy Neighbor Ministries quickly bought 

him a pair of shoes to hold him over until the special shoes were received, and  our Executive Director got on the 

phone. One of his contacts happened to have a new pair of therapeutic shoes in Ben’s size and was happy to donate 

them to us for Ben. (God is so good!!) So a bad situation was averted, at least for now. What is really sad is that this is 

just one of many, many examples of the unfortunate circumstances our elders in long-term care face every day. 
 

We have so much, and so many of our unfortunate elders in care facilities have so little. This Christmas, won’t you 

share your good fortune and participate in the Be a Santa to a Senior program or send a generous donation to Love Thy 

Neighbor Ministries so we can continue to help people like Ben?  

Your Donations at Work 

Laughter is Good Medicine 
 

A college professor is driving along the road when he sees a sign on a plot of land that reads "40 acres for sale" and lists 

a phone number and in big bold letters the words "WILL DIVIDE".  The man has been considering buying a bit of land 

for investment purposes. He calls the number and when a lady picks up, he asks her, "Is Mr. Divide in?" 


